


This xlfgratifcation fostcrcd plasurc-xckingand a contirual qcst frr pon'tr, vrtich thc Grcck hdia,cd rtcir
pagan gods grantcd thon.

Todoy, we sce hdloizotion all around us. Thc task rtat rtc Jcws hsd back rtcn tu be holy in tlu midst ofthcir
pllutcd surroundings is thc some task thot Jmr and Christians hm,c ndoy. E oy child of G-d k rcsponsiblc

for bclng o Wt in the midst of the dorkness, and that Ught which abides in us should grow evcr so brigfitr.

It k ohrsys o stnrglc, howwv, 4rg to bc tlnt litvessel, hut G4 wvs wirt thc lcvt s back than, as He is with
us all now. Udlcniincally spcaking, tlu pras*c to conform to thc *wkl wos grcat Holw,(r, whm Ataondr
took control of Israd, he was kind to thc Jcws and gronad than whatarcr rtcy wishcd Most of tlu lcws just
wantcd to hc allonryd to continuc worshipingG-d in the mannr in which He prcsribcd ondwithout hindrance.
This kingly kindnas was a niracle wrought by C4 which wss recordtd by thc l*vish historian, losryhus, who
wls a rcn ofa giatly family.

God had givn Alaonfu a vision rcgardingvvhat would bc his grcot military conqucst in '\sia. In that vislon,
Hc olso shot+vd Alaandr a man nomcd ludah. During onc ofAlnrandr's military mmpaigns, hc wrote to
rtc fuvish high Wot fo halp, but was nrncd dovn. Alsands promixd to tofu ra,mgc on thc high Wat
and his FopU. tilhcn tha timc comc to makc good his promisc, thc *rghty Alaondr ond his vast omry
stormcd tonnrd lcntnlcm with hk frcry ywoth. Thc tmifcd Jovish htgh Wot and his communlty foycd
to Gd. G4 answrcd rtt high priat in a dream with instructions on yrtat tu do, Obcdimdy, and with gmt
rcpicing thc high pricst marched out ofthc city undr G4's banncr wirt a procasion ofpriats in whitc robes.
Aloundr inmcdiatcly recagnizcd tlu h@h pricst as the mon l"doh vvho was in his ision. Up* xcing thc
priest, hc soluted him and was wzlcomcd into lrunlan.

Thls rws a tirnc of pcace for thc Jcttts. Whm Alsonda dicd hotrgvcr, and his cmpirc split, Isracl bcmmc a
batfuground bcnwcn Egypt and Syro. For a urhib, Egypt rulcd ovr lsracl, and thcn Syia nok frm control
war thc land A crud king named Antiochus IV comc to porer. Hc called himsclfAntiochus Ephlphona, which
mcons, "god monifat " Hc was totally bcnt on halknizingthc la+r bccausc he wsntcd a unificd Grak nnpire
And in an cfFort to control the Jovish cmmtnity, hc om hircd his ovvn lavish high pricst - one vvho hod
alrcady cmbraccd hdlarisn. But tfu prtat coaldn't hdlmiz tlu lcttrs fost cnoug!, s Antiochus rryhccd him
wirt a ruthbss lcadr trto robfud thc Tanpk. Drring this timc, thcrc wss much unrest and 4o,ooo lews wse
kitld undcr thc hand ofAntimrtus. Hc banncd all lcwish obscnanccs and burned thc Holy Book. Thcn hc

forccd thc lcvt s to eat thc flcsh of winc or thcy would bc Hilrn

Thc qldirc did not reoliz, hor+rycr, thot thty would fion mect thcir match. fhcy built on idol in rtc
markrtylaa in o tourn callcd Modi'in, obout 6 milcs fro* lmnlan Thc tovwr's Imdr ond higft Wat,
Mattathios, rcfuxd thc soldicrs' promixs ofwmlrt ond great position, which nttre to bc gtverr in rcturn for
rtcir plcdgcs of alkgiancc to Antiochus. n l tricd to gct Moftortias to ncrifa a pigand cat It bccousc thcy
wsnkd him to sct an aampb to the lwtsh villogrs. Mattathlos refuxd hands dsntn. But o villagcr, tcmptcd
by thc lurc ofrich6, stcpryd up to tl" high altar to ncrifa a ptg to thc pogan god toas. Mottathias uns
araged and hc HIkd thc troitor. Thar thc high priot Hllcd o soldir ond drctroyal thc altar. Hc told thc
vlllagcrs to follwv hln If thcy r&:rc on Gd's sidc. Mattathios ftd to the momtains with his fvc sons and



other followers and started a gucrrilla war ogoinst Antiodtus' soldirs, who were xnt by thc king to dcstroy
them. Whcn Mattathias died, his son l"dah the Maccabee took chargc of thc guorillas. Akfurugh hls mm
wcre small in nwnbrs, thcy werc *rghty ln Spiit Thts small, untralned ban offreedom fghters, untlr ludah
"thc hommcr," os he was calM, clobbcrcd thc Syian soldiers.

Afto thc battk wos won by rtt Maccabees under G4's dircction, thry triumphantly morchcd into lcrusalcm
on the zth of Kisls, 65 B.C.E. That date marfud uactly three years fro* when Antiochus lirst plundercd
tha Tonplc The lcw had quitc a rcstoration task at that time. Thcrc was much work to be done in purtfring
thc Tonple brfoo rtcy could cehbratc thc victory ovtr rte heathms. fhry rebuilt the altar, plonted new traes,
hungnew curtains for thc Ar*. ofthc Covenant, smtbbed the stonc wslls, and tora down all ofthe pagcrn idok.
Then they relit the mmorah with one pwifcd flotk of olivc oil thot was found untointcd in the Tcrnple orca,

lewish tradition teoches that this one flosk of oil, which nns only msant to kcry a flamc burning for one day,
miraculously hstcd to kccp eight d"yt of l$hts burning.

ln r Corinthians 3:16 and ry Christians ore told that we are G-d's tcmpk and thot His tcmple is sacral As

followcrs of a lewlsh Mcssiah, we nad to sce that rtc Liglt rtat is within our tcmpk futpt kmingfuightly.
I lohn 2:6 says, "Do not lwc rtc world or arrything in the world. If arryonc lwes the world, the lwc of th(
Father is not in him." Chonul<kah rcminds us that Gd;'s chilfum must swtry out thc hellcnimtion frorn our
lives so that we coukl be rm*wd in our Spirit, which will cnabk us to bt f"lly dedicoud to the L'rd.




